3 6            EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
all perishable things. " I would have/9 says Rollin,
" history to be the child's first master, since it is so well
fitted both to instruct and to amuse the young. I would
let history enrich the children's memories with a thousand
pleasing and useful facts, or stimulate their natural curiosity
until a taste for serious work has been insensibly developed/5
There are paragraphs in this book on " la solide gloire "
(is this a breath from ancient Rome or from the Court of
Le Roi-Soleil ?). Other passages treat of possessions,
reputation, power. One can imagine the discussions which
these subjects would have provoked, discussions rich in the
opportunities they offer to the master to give right prin-
ciples and a wide and noble outlook. The basic principles
of morality, of social and political life, would offer matter
for varied treatment, but would chiefly be valued as a
means of seeking truth. What was the cause of the down-
fall of this schemer, the rise to fame of this administrator,
the failure of that empire ? What elements of weak-
ness were there in this institution ? What are the things
worth striving for in life ?
The course of studies is outlined for the whole career of
the schoolboy. Sacred history was to be the foundation
upon which to build a knowledge of the ancient world,
Egyptians, Persians, Greeks, and Romans. Then was to
follow a masterly survey that embraced all Christian civilisa-
tion and viewed the French nation in its right setting among
other races and in its relations with the Catholic Church.1
It was such a course as this that Pere Loriquet, S.J., out-
lined for St. Acheul, and afterwards established in the
1 Cf. F. Chaxmot, S.J.: **Le Christianisme . . , est une force vitale dotage
d'un tnerveilleux pouvok d'assimilation universelle. . . . Ses fruits propres scat
ces sTirhommes qu'on appelle St. Basile, St. Gregoiie, St. Jean Chrysostome, St.
Augustin. . . . Cest la oti Fhumanisrac complet atteint son sommet. . . .'* (La
Ttste Ken fattfe, pp. 244, 245).